Samish Neighborhood Association

Meeting Notes ( August 12, 2008

Attending. Board Members: Judy Diaz, Shirley Forslof, Glen Hallman, April Markiewicz, Greg McCracken, Pauline Palmer, Ted Perry, Garey Vodopich, Eric Weight, Tim Wynn. Residents: Dick Conoboy, Brian Dagneault, Frank Diaz, Ruth Molaski, Marie Neubauer.

Question: Judy Diaz suggested better positioning of For the Good of the Neighborhood open discussion, placing public input first on the agenda. Glen noted most public bodies do that. Eric said we would need to limit time for each item. Tim commented that it’s better to get business done first. Tabled as an issue until the October meeting.

Secretary’s Report. Moved, seconded and passed to approve the July minutes as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report. Checking, $799.57; savings, $511.43; petty cash, $20. Expenses: meeting room rental $10; post office box rental $58; neighborhood signs $2,364.10. Income: $12 membership. A Small & Simple Grant reimbursement form for $237.02 has been submitted, and a $1,000 outreach grant from the city is due soon. Moved, seconded and passed to approve as submitted.

Neighborhood Signs. April reported that there was bedrock just below one sign’s position, which raised the cost of placement by $200+. The Samish/Elwood sign is good but the 34th/Connelly sign is oriented wrong. She will contact Signs by Tomorrow, which now has new owners, to request reorientation. Eric volunteered to help.

Annual Picnic Planning. Tim has tables, chairs and grill reserved, with trucks provided by Tim and Garey. Newsletter is on track. The laminated neighborhood map we had before has disappeared, but April has a full set of originals. Moved, seconded and passed that when funds are available, we should have the full set laminated. Eric will take care of invitations to public officials/political candidates. Neighborhood signs should be up by Aug. 30 (Pauline will email reminder).
Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Council. Garey reported that he has resigned as Samish representative because he’s not being able to do what he thought he could do. Among other issues, MNAC wants to review all neighborhood comprehensive plans before they go to the city, and he was one of only two neighborhood reps that felt this was a waste of both the neighborhood associations’ and the city’s time. Other items he noted were: problems with the TIP proposal timing, the city’s lack of attention and refusal to take action on the “no more than three unrelated residents” rule; lack of ticketing around WWU where there is not enough on-street/apartment parking; and whether Linda Stewart is actually an advocate for the neighborhoods or for the city. After some general discussion, Greg McCracken volunteered to take on SNA’s MNAC representative responsibility. Consensus was that the “rule of three” is an issue we need to follow, and that Garey will continue to track it for SNA. Moved, seconded and passed unanimously to recommend to Mayor Dan Pike that Greg be appointed as our new MNAC representative. Eric will write the letter of recommendation.

For the Good of the Neighborhood. (1)  Brian Dagneault wondered about our neighborhood plan re agreement on water tower and access road. The city is still looking at alignment for extension of Governor Road but needs funding. April: Water tower will go in, consultant will look at alignment, report due early fall. Land-use issues can’t be addressed until we know where road is going through. (2) Garey noted the letter to Boundary Review Board re CMPD per our Dec., 2006, minutes is not on public record. Question is still active and we need to do this. Tim has a copy of the letter and will send it since the Boundary Review Board is still open to receive input. (3) April  noted that the stair-steps issue should be a TIP priority. Discussion consensus: This needs to be an agenda item, and a special work session should be scheduled for specific suggestions and to develop a plan.

Agenda Suggestions: October agenda items should include: (1) Discussion of and work session date plus possible strategies/overall plan suggestions for submitting the stair-steps road improvement issue as a Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) priority.  (2) Agenda format change re For the Good of the Neighborhood, i.e. move to beginning of the agenda or keep at the end. (3) Annual picnic recap. (4) Development of a Samish Neighborhood Association Web site.

Next Meetings: Annual Picnic Sept. 7; Regular Meeting October 14.
