Samish Neighborhood Association

Draft Meeting Notes ( October 14, 2008

Attending. Board Members: Judy Diaz, Shirley Forslof, Ned Hannah, Steve Hood, April Markiewicz, Greg McCracken, Pauline Palmer, Tom Roehl, Garey Vodopich, Eric Weight, Tim Wynn. Residents: Brian Dagneault, Frank Diaz, Beth Fryback, Ruth Molaski, Marie Neubauer.

Secretary’s Report. Moved, seconded and passed to approve the August minutes with the treasurer’s correction of checking account balance to $799.57.

Treasurer’s Report. Checking, $1,336.20 (beginning Sept. balance $1,232.20 plus $104 membership revenues); savings, $512.16; petty cash, $20. Balance: $1,868.36. Outstanding checks: $130.57. Total Assets: $1,737.79.

Discussion of Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) Priorities. April has responses from picnic participants re their traffic concerns. She noted that TIP is for arterials only. Samish Way seems to be automatically rejected as too expensive, is at least six years out, and the price keeps increasing. Question: Could we submit it as a priority in sections? Tim Wynn: We need to choose between Samish and the Stair Steps as a priority. It could be an acceptable project within a reasonable budget. April: Samish is already in the city’s comprehensive plan but not as a specific TIP project. General discussion: Stair Steps may present greatest risk for danger. We need to consider ways to make it safer without increasing traffic. Alternative pathway for bike/pedestrian vs. vehicle traffic? We need to explore alternatives and make sure our priorities are considered when developers submit their projects. Transportation Improvement Subcommittee established: Steve Hood, Greg McCracken, April Markiewicz, Tim Wynn and possibly Eric Weight (if available) will meet Oct. 28. Traffic calming at Connelly and 34th Street was also discussed. Various safety devices could be considered. Steve will take the lead and bring information back to the board; Greg will be contact within MNAC.

Discussion of Agenda Order. Consideration focused on the limited amount of time for open discussion at the end of the meeting and whether this discouraged people to bring up issues. Current policy is for invited guests to speak first, Samish residents with specific issues at the end of the meeting. Question: Allow residents not interested in the rest of the meeting to air their concerns at the beginning? After discussion, consensus was that this is primarily a meeting for the board to do its business and the public comment period should be limited. Moved, seconded and passed unanimously that there will be an 18-minute public comment period to open the meeting, with a three-minute rule. There will be a sign-up period for those wishing to make statements or bring up issues at the presiding officer’s discretion. This rule is for public comment only and does not include invited presentations and agenda items.
Picnic Report. Attendance was down although the weather was good. It was an off year for local elections and the lack of local officials and candidates in attendance was noticeable. Discussion: Next year we should narrow the time frame from noon to 3 p.m. to noon to 2 p.m. but keep the   11 a.m. setup.

Web Site Update. Eric thinks there may be some city funding for this. He will look into it and report back

For the Good of the Neighborhood. (1)  Brian Dagneault noted that he has experienced a huge loss of momentum with the city re development issues. He is hoping SNA can start working on general land-use issues with the city: density, transportation systems, etc. April will contact Kathy Bell about getting started on SNA’s land-use section update. Eric and Greg will bring the issue up at MNAC. (2) Greg noted that MNAC should be a standing item on our agenda. MNAC meets the day before our board meeting and there was a brief discussion of moving the SNA meeting date if necessary. (3) April noted that landscaping needs to be done around our two neighborhood signs. Greg said his wife has a Brownie troop that might be able to do the Connelly site. Tim said Jane was willing to coordinate the work at the Samish/Lincoln/Elwood site.

Agenda Suggestions: (1) Report from Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)/Traffic Calming subcommittee. (2) Update on Web site development. (3) Update on meeting with Kathy Bell re land-use update. (4) Linda Stewart re MNAC. (5) MNAC report. 

Next Meetings: November 11, December 9.
