SNA DRAFT MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER  2008 MEETING
 
Samish Neighborhood Association
 
Draft Meeting Notes ¾ November 11, 2008
 
 
Attending. Board Members: Bill Baldwin, Shirley Forslof, Glen Hallman, Ned Hannah, April Markiewicz, Greg McCracken, Pauline Palmer, Ted Perry, Garey Vodopich, Tim Wynn. Residents: Dick Conoboy, Brian Dagneault, Alexis Miller, Sharon Wendling.
 
Secretary’s Report. Moved, seconded and passed to approve the October minutes as submitted.
Treasurer’s Report. Checking, $1,185.63 (beginning balance $1,326.20; expenses $10 room rental, $130.57 picnic food expenses); savings, $512.53; petty cash, $20. Total assets: $1,718.16.
Discussion of Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) Priorities. The draft SNA six-year TIP proposal has four main points: (1) Improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety on the “stair-step” streets, with various options presented, (2) Improve Samish Way from Ridgemont to Mill, (3) install permanent electronic speed indicator signs on 40th between Wildwood & Adams and between Wildwood & Samish Crest Drive, and (4) install permanent electronic speed indicator signs on Samish Way between Mill and 40th and between 40th & Yew Street Rd. April noted that it’s unsure how much money will actually be available for TIP projects. Re the stair-steps,  Tim suggested we present a number of options, be creative and hope for incremental improvements. Garey said he was opposed to blocking off access to Broad St. from 40th because that would put even more traffic on 34th St. Tim thought that extending the Harrison St. trail (now between 34th & 36th streets) to connect with Samish Way and installing signage directing pedestrian & bicycle traffic, while it would require both Public Works and Parks to cooperate, would probably be the most achievable financially. Shirley noted that she was in favor of item #3 re speed indicators on 40th Street.
Agenda Order. It was noted that with the next (December) meeting we will begin with a public comment period rather than leaving that until the end. As previously decided, there will be a sign-up period before the meeting for those wishing to make statements or bring up issues at the presiding officer’s discretion. This rule is for public comment only and does not include invited presentations and agenda items.
Public Comment. (1) Dick Conoboy noted 46th/47th St. car prowls and reminded everyone that you have to report these to the police to get on the map for regular checking. Don’t just call your Block Watch captain. (2) Ted Perry reported that the state will be redistricting in 2010. The newly elected representative for the 40th District resides in San Juan County, and the district covers sections of Whatcom, Skagit and San Juan. Shirley noted Whatcom is currently two-thirds 42nd District and one-third 40th District. Ted said he would follow what’s going on as best he can. Tim suggested bringing it up for discussion at the 2009 annual meeting to get a consensus of neighborhood opinion on the issue.
General Board Discussion. (1) April: Speaking of redistricting, is Samish Neighborhood really too large geographically? There is talk of dividing it into several different separate neighborhoods? Tim: That’s out a ways from now. Greg: We need to keep up with this. (2) Garey: He was taken off of the Police Report email list when he resigned from MNAC. Greg should ask to be added in his place, and Garey would like to know if involved neighborhood board members who are not MNAC reps could be included on the list as well. Garey was also concerned about where the line is drawn for home businesses in the neighborhood. Ted said that covenants can cover some of that. It was also noted that covenants can’t override city regulations. (3) Tim: The Yorkston rezone proposal has been approved, and work will be going ahead with plans for mixed use. SNA will have input on what happens next.
Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Council (MNAC). Greg as MNAC representative wants to bring up how hard it is to get in contact with Kathy Bell. Tim noted that we should use MNAC as a forum to encourage the city to work with the port on the waterfront development plan as there is a large government grant involved and it could be lost if the two entities can’t come to an agreement.
Next Meetings: December 9, January 13, February 10.
2009 March Annual Meeting: To be announced. 
