Samish Neighborhood Association

Draft Meeting Notes ( December 9, 2008

Attending. Board Members: Bill Baldwin, Joe Carpenter, Judy Diaz, Shirley Forslof, Ned Hannah, April Markiewicz, Greg McCracken, Pauline Palmer, Garey Vodopich, Eric Weight. Residents: Rick Anderson, Rick Chartrand, Dick Conoboy, Frank Diaz, Abe Jacobson, Alexis Miller, Sharon Wendling.

Public Comment. (1) Abe Jacobson expressed concerns about the SNA draft TIP proposal options for the stair-step streets and what he referred to as the “third world lack of sidewalks” there. He preferred sidewalks to a trail. April noted a new trail was probably not cost-effective. (2) Rick Anderson suggested a stop sign at Adams and 40th especially considering school bus stops. He would like SNA to request speed bumps as well as the stop sign. (3) Alexis Miller noted that there have been mail theft problems again, and that there is an aggressive, uncontrolled dog that sneaks out in the Bennett and 40th Street area. (4) Sharon Wendling spoke up as opposed to draft TIP proposal option (d) for the stair-step streets, i.e. blocking off access to Broad from 40th.

TIP Discussion. April said city funding is being cut back and all requests may just go into a long queue. Eric noted that there might be some clarification at the Dec. 10 MNAC meeting. Shirley Forslof wondered if flashing speed signs on 40th might not work better than the current signs and suggested speed signs also at 40th and Samish Crest. She noted that she’s seen vehicles going 50+ mph in that area. Garey said 10 out of 14 residences in his neighborhood are opposed to option (d) as it would divert more traffic to 34th/36th and April agreed that her feedback indicated it should be eliminated from the proposal. Rick Chartrand noted that the Samish/36th intersection is at best awkward and that 36th is more of a danger than any of the stair-step streets. He suggested a possible new option that would make 36th to Samish one-way uphill (consequently also slowing traffic) and the stair-step streets one-way downhill. Note: The SNA TIP document continues to be an open discussion, and anyone with further comments on Traffic Improvement Program proposals should send them to April.

Secretary’s Report. Moved, seconded and passed to approve the November minutes as corrected to read, in the MNAC report: “April Markiewicz wants to bring up how hard it is to get in contact with Kathy Bell.”

Treasurer’s Report. Checking, $1,175.63 (beginning balance $1,185.63; expenses: $20 room rental, $10 nonprofit renewal; revenue: $20 membership dues); savings, $512.89; petty cash, $20. Total assets: $1,708.52. April noted that paid membership revenue is decreasing. Discussion included sending only email and no printed newsletters to decrease expenses, and noted that next year’s expenses will be less because of  the cost of our new neighborhood signs this year.

Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Council (MNAC). Greg said re Tim Stewart that the comprehensive plan is on hold until they get a plan for Governor Road delineated. A survey is needed and no consultant has been hired, so Public Works has to do it. The study will begin in 2009, and they will let us know what the results are and then begin to deal with it. April noted that Stan Snapp said all neighborhoods are on hold with Dick McKinley’s impending departure and noted that our new neighborhood plan is still valid, just put on hold. Rick Chartrand suggested that we all speak before the City Council whenever possible on issues that concern the neighborhood.

January Agenda. Suggested items were: Samish Neighborhood Association Website; Traffic Calming; Nominations Committee for 2009 board members; Spring Newsletter articles for print newsletter sent to all SNA residents; Membership Revenue.

Next Meetings: January 13, February 10.

2009 March Annual Meeting: To be announced.
